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result has been that books which began well with chromosomes and 
gametes ended lamely with social prophecies based on half-baked statis- 
tical inferences. 

Professor Guyer has happily avoided these pitfalls for the most part 
and has given us a volume which combines lucid biological exposition 
with temperate and illuminating discussion of the social as well as the 
biological factors. The first half of the book describes the mechanism of 
heredity in some detail; succeeding chapters take up the inheritance of 
acquired characters, prenatal influences, moral responsibility, mental 
and nervous defects, crime and delinquency, and race betterment through 
heredity. Chap, ix, dealing with crime and delinquency, is particularly 
timely, correcting, as it does, the overemphasis of mental defect as a 
cause of crime which has been so common. The discussion of sterilization 
is another topic revealing excellent judgment. Altogether this little 
book does for the reader of today what Kellicott's Social Direction of 
Human Evolution undertook to do six years ago and does it much better. 
A useful glossary is appended. 

Erviixe B. Woods 

Dartmouth Coixege 



The Drama of Savage Peoples. By Loomis Havemeyer. New 
Haven: Yale University Press, 1916. Pp. viiH-374. 

In this interesting essay the author has made a study of those primi- 
tive forms of the drama that preceded the Greek. It brings together into 
one continuous account the scattered references of well-attested authori- 
ties and indicates the connection between the savage drama and later 
forms. 

The primitive drama begins with savage man's first crude efforts 
to express his ideas in pantomime. The universal human tendency to 
imitate is a fundamental psychic element in the drama, and this is seen in 
primitive man's effort to recount to the homefolks the experiences of the 
journey. Here we have the dramatic narrative. But savages use 
the drama for religious purposes. Sympathetic magic forms the basis of 
most savage religious drama, and the earliest dramatic religious ceremo- 
nies are in connection with plants and animals. When a higher stage 
is reached, the minds of the people are raised above the all-absorbing 
process of food-getting, and the theme of the drama changes. Initia- 
tion ceremonies illustrate another form taken by the religious drama and 
seek to teach the boys the history of their people and the moralty of 
their tribe. Although the acting out of historical events by savages 
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corresponds very closely to the modern pageant, it should be remembered 
that the religious element is the invariable background of these primitive 
performances. War ceremonies form an important part of the religious 
drama. In early Greek drama the vegetation rites of sympathetic magic 
are marked. In later times the religious element remains, because the 
plays were held at the festival of Dionysus rather than because it was 
a part of the subject-matter of the play. In the Middle Ages the drama 
is reborn in religion, chiefly for the purpose of instructing people con- 
cerning the Bible. The Christian festival seasons represent a tendency 
of the religious drama away from absolute worship, as represented by the 
Roman Catholic mass, toward plays given for the instruction of the 
people. 

The book is a useful contribution to our knowledge of an interesting 
human institution. 

F. Stuart Chapin 

Smith College 



Unfair Competition. By William H. S. Stevens, Ph.D. 

Chicago : The University of Chicago Press, 1917. Pp. iv+ 266. 

$1.50. 
The publication of Unfair Competition is timely. The scope of the 
book is indicated by the chapter headings: "Local Price-Cutting," 
"Operation of Bogus 'Independent' Concerns," "Fighting Instru- 
ments," "Conditional Requirements," "Exclusive Arrangements," 
"Blacklists, Boycotts, White Lists, etc.," "Rebates and Preferential 
Arrangements," "Engrossing Machinery or Goods Used in the Manu- 
facturing Process," "Espionage," "Coercion, Threats, Intimidation," 
"Interference and Manipulation." The author discusses the foregoing 
as the leading forms of unfair competition. He shows in the first part 
of each chapter how the particular method of unfair competition is used 
by, large concerns to defeat rivals, and in the latter part of the chapter 
some space is given to an appraisal of the method of competitive warfare. 
General interest in the methods of unfair competition took concrete 
form in the Sherman Anti-Trust act of 1890 and in the decisions of the 
courts under this law, and more recently in the Clayton act and the 
Trade Commission act. The author points out that "unfair competi- 
tion" formerly meant the marketing of goods by methods involving 
fraud, misrepresentation, etc. While all these recent acts undoubtedly 
cover unfair competition in the old meaning, the Federal Trade Com- 



